FACT SHEET ON WCB REGULATION

Proposed regulation covers only vascular hollow bore needles. It needs to cover all medical
sharp devices using the best device.

FACT ONLY 30% of injunes are from vascular needles

FACT T0% of injunes are from mtramuscular needles, subcutaneous needles, scalpels,
sutures, and other medical sharps 2

FACT Safety needles are effective in reducing overall costs and actually save money for
orgamzations that have implemented them,'

FACT If a worker has an injury with ume loss the average cost to WCB 15 S6004, not
imncluding prophylactic drugs,
The cost to the worker 18 unimaginable.

FACT Even if a worker doesn’t contract a transmitted disease they will become sick and
have time loss from the prophylactic drugs

FACT There are many diseases transmutled by blood and body fuids {over 33 including
HIV, Hepatitis B and C)

FACT Ome in Five injunes in the hospital did not occur to the onginal user of the sharmps
implement.

FACT T0% of injuries from neadles sicks occur to nurses.”

FACT 81.4% of percutaneous injuries are not reported by nurses or patient care attendanis.’
FACT 23.9% of nurses reporied having a needle stick injury in the last year '

FACT The Provincial Health Services Authority uses over 3 million needles per vear,
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